
1 

 Hadleigh  

United Reformed Church  

with Monks Eleigh and Whatfield  

Monthly Newsletter  

Nov 2014  

www.hadleighurc.org.uk  

The vision of Hadleigh URC is  

to challenge the community to respond to God's love  

as shown and taught by Jesus Christ . 



1 

 

2014 Newsletter No. 7202014 Newsletter No. 7202014 Newsletter No. 720    

WORSHIP IN HADLEIGH 
Sun 2nd  10.30am   Communion Service led by Richard Jurd 

 of Colchester includes Shoeboxe collection.  

 3.00pm  Worship at Whatfield Chapel  

Sun 9th 10.30am  Worship on Remembrance Sunday led 

  by Nigel Crisp  

Sun 16th 10.30am Worship led by Rev Peter Ball, Synod  

  Mission and Training Officer.  

Sun 23rd 10.30am Worship led by Mrs Sara Pells from St  

  Johnõs URC Ipswich 

Sun 30th  10.30am  Worship led by Revd Janice White  

Sun 7th December 10.30am  Communion Service led by

   Revd Richard Edwards  

WEEKDAY MEETINGS 

Tuesday  10 - 11.30 Pause for Prayer  - Come in for Coffee  

Tuesday   9.00 am  Toddler Group   )  Term time  

 10.00 am  Refreshments    )  only  
 

MONKS ELEIGH URC 

Sun 9th 3pm  TBA 

Tues 15th  7.30/8  Prayer & Praise TBC 

Sun 23rd 3pm  TBA 

In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my 

Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall 

prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old 

men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and 

women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall 

prophesy. 

- Acts 2:17 -18  



2 

 

The Secretaryõs notesThe Secretaryõs notesThe Secretaryõs notes   
Dear Friends, 

A full time post with a 100% stipend for a minister to cover the 
pastorates of Hadleigh, Monks Eleigh and Sudbury is now being 
óadvertisedô.  Information is on the vacant pastorates web site from 
which the summary of the pastorate profile can be downloaded; if 
you would like to see it, email me and I will send you the link 
otherwise give me or one of the other elders a call.  All URC 
accredited stipendiary ministers are eligible and information will be 
posted to them all with their November ópay slipô.  Exactly how a 
minister will be shared in this way still has to be understood and 
worked through ï indeed I trust much will be made clear when God 
inspires a minister to take the challenge and ask to be introduced 
to us. 

Also in this newsletter is the address that Georgina gave at the 
Explorers Service on October 12th.  If you are worried about the 
future ministry at Hadleigh, read what the Explorers have to say 
and take courage in all that God can do. 

The Vision4Life group which is convened by Wendy, reports in this 
newsletter, concerning their thoughts on reading and preaching the 
Word at Great Meeting.  Take time to read this and draw your own 
views and then talk to members of the Vision4Life group and/or the 
elders. 

Every blessing in the name of Jesus. 

Nigel 

Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather 

fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two 

sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the 

ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs of your head are 

all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many 

sparrows. 

- Matthew 10:28 -31  
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Guild   

On Tuesday October 7
th
 our guild Autumn Programme began 

with a Social Afternoon. We enjoyed a quiz and our Bring and 
Buy Auction raised £50.50 for The Marie Curie Nurses. Our 
afternoon ended with Tea & Biscuits and thanks are extended to 
all for their generosity and to those who helped in any way. 

The Guild devotional held on Tuesday October 14
th
 was led by 

Wendy Atkins. Wendy referred to Matthew chapter 1 and the 
Genealogy of Jesus. We heard how four women apart from 
Mary were especially mentioned in the chart, namely, Tamar, 
Rahab, Ruth and Bathsheba and about the part they played. 
Many thanks to Wendy for such an interesting devotional, 

November  Programme 2014  

4
th
  An Afternoon with Philip Mann  

11
th
  Devotional led by Rev Joyce Willis 

18
th
  No Meeting 

25
th
  Talk by Linda Stratford + Tea & Biscuits 

All meetings on Tuesdays at 2.30pm in the Community Room 
unless otherwise stated.    All Welcome! 

Services Nursing and Care Homes and Sheltered Housing 

Place Link Person Usual Monthly Worship 

Sydney Brown Court Jean Herring (823320) 1st Thursday, 10.30am 

Canterbury House Hilary Griffin (823100)  2nd Tuesday, 2.30pm 

Waterfield House Jackie Cork (823739) 3rdTuesday, 3pm 

Friars Hall Janice White (808835) 1st Monday, 2pm 

Magdalen House Chris Todd (827915) last Thursday, 11am 

NB Please check these times with the link person. 

"You're not supposed to be so blind with patriotism that you 

can't face reality. Wrong is wrong, no matter who does it or 

says it."   - Malcolm X 
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Churches Together in Hadleigh Events  

October 29 there is a coffee morning at Monks Eleigh Chapel/
Retreat Centre 

November 28 there is an event on Teaching for Parenting. 
Information from Lisa 

David Atkins asked for offers of Nativity scenes to display at St 
Mary's Christmas Market. 29th.Nov . Please leave them at 
St. Mary's the previous day. 

Encounter Meetings : Next meeting December 4 14.00 Event 
at St Joseph's with an Advent theme. 

Prayer Praise & Fellowship: Next meeting December 12 19.30 
at Salvation Army Hall looking forward to Christmas 

Advent 2014  

Advent Sunday November 30 Hadleigh lights switch on. Event 
for children in the church. 

December 14 at 16.00 CTiH Joint Advent Service at Elmsett 
Methodist Church 

December 20 at about 10.00 Carol Singing at the CO-OP 
hopefully with S.Army band.  

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But 

even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do 

not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your 

hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your 

defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the 

hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep 

your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who 

abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 

- 1 Peter 3:13 -16  



5 

 óCHRISTMAS STARTS WITH CHRISTô
 FAIRTRADE CHRISTMAS ADVENT CALENDARS   If your going to be purchasing an advent calendar for a child this 

Christmas, you will find Fairtrade are producing  óThe Real 

Advent Calendarô, priced Ã3.99. They are a great way to share 

the story of Jesusô birth.
 

Itôs a colourful chocolate window calendar with an 

accompanying 32 page Christmas activity story booklet with a 
page for each day of advent. 
There is also an added bonus for others when purchasing one 
of these Fairtrade  Belgian chocolate calendars. 10p from each 
calendar sold will be donated to care for mums & their babies at 
Funzi clinic on Funzi island in Kenya. Many people live in 
poverty in Funzi without access to clean water & basic 
sanitation The clinic provides medical care to the community 24 
hours a day, including ante & post natal care & immunisations.  
www.realadvent.co.uk     Blessings,  Hilary 822208 

Card Making Workshop 

On Saturday 8th November the Eternal group are running a card 

making workshop for children and young people. This will be from 

10am-12pm and the venue is to be confirmed. The materials for this 

have been bought with the money from Sarah's £5 challenge and the 

profits from the cards which are sold will go to the Rosa Simon Music 

Fund. Please keep an eye on the church news sheet for further 

information! Eternal 

Notice BoardNotice BoardNotice Board    

Please could you let me have all items for the Dec 14 Newsletter by 

Sunday 16th Nov (23rd if emailed)? Email to phil@the-wells.net, 
post to 11 Jordayn Rise, Hadleigh Thanks, Phil  

http://www.realadvent.co.uk
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Child Friendly Church Award Please keep a look out in the notices for more information on this soon! Email children.youth@hadleighurc.org.uk or speak to Lisa Gordon to find out more or if you are interested in helping in the process of achieving this award. 

Vision4Life  

Please note our next two meetings will be held on Thursdays 

6th.November and 4th.December, both at 7.30pm and at 

19,The Green.  Please make sure you study your scripts 

beforehand and come bursting with your own ideas.  We study 

Prayer (November) and Music (December) in the context of 

worship here at Great Meeting.  We will also be planning for the 

morning service which we will lead on Sunday 11th.January. 

Breakfast Church 

Inspired will be running a 'breakfast church' session on November 

30th before the morning service. This will involve bacon rolls and a 

time of sung worship. Keep an eye on the church notice sheet for 

more information nearer to the time! 

Parentalk : Helping you to be an even better parent!  This talk is recommended by Eric Fisher.   It is at Colchester 
Road Baptist Church in Ipswich on the 20th of November at 
7.30pm.   He says if Care for the Familyôs marriage seminars 

are anything to go by, this event should be extremely good.  
There is a link below for more details and bookings can be 
made through the same website. 
http://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/events/parenting-events/parentalk 

mailto:children.youth@hadleighurc.org.uk
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The Ansell CentreThe Ansell CentreThe Ansell Centre    

Your Final Films for 2014  

Our film on 14 th November has a 12 cert. THE BOOK THIEF is 

about the innocence of youth, as well as the travesties of 

war. Liesel is an almost illiterate young girl having been  

adopted into a foster family before the outbreak of  World 

War 2 and  taught to read and write by Hans Hubbermann 

a kind hearted painter .  

Liesel settles happily into her new life, until a mysterious 

Jewish man, Max appears one night and is offered refuge 

and food. Liesel and the young man bond over the power 

of words and by their love of books. Suddenly life for the 

Hubbermann 's becomes more perilous with Hitler's forces 

stoking anti -Jewish feelings, affecting  not only them, but 

also  for their refugee  and for Liesel !  

Max Hubbermann is played by Geoffrey Rush, Liesel 

Meminger by Sophie Nelisse and Max by Ben Schnetzer. 

The film is a handsomely mounted adaptation of the best 

selling book, and is taut in presentation.  

The film's title THE BOOK THIEF revolves around Liesel who, 

on three occasions is caught stealing books, only to avoid 

being punished by Hans as a reward for keeping her 

secrets.  

Our film starts at 7.30pm  

In complete contrast on 28 th November comes WE 

BOUGHT A ZOO. PG cert. This is a traditional sweet -natured 

family film, as Matt Damon, a widower , buys a dilapidated 

zoo in California in order to try and make a living !  

The film is based on the true life story of former journalist 

Benjamin Mee about his family's loss of his wife and mother 

to his children in buying and refitting a tumble down zoo in 

Devon.  
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In the film, Mee, played by Matt Damon has the task of 

bringing up two children and at the same time  restoring 

the California zoo - where, surprise, surprise there on the 

staff is Kelly , played by Scarlett Johansson  - a strong 

woman who is confident about her zoo -keeping skills and 

a genuine affinity for the animals.  

This is a heartfelt and inspiring film about the family who 

pull through difficult times , and how being with animals 

and those in their care can help heal the soul. WE BOUGHT 

A ZOO is a film that will live long in  your memory !  Our film 

starts at 7.30pm  

Admission charges for both films are £ 3.50 for adults £ 2. 50 

for children.  And as always there will be an interval in both 

films for the sale of refreshments and choc. ices.  

As reported elsewhere there will not be a December film 

evening, due to the many events elsewhere during the 

month.  However, the Ansell film committee wish everyone 

a Happy Christmas, and hope you will rejoin us for our first 

presentation in January 2015.  

Hadleigh United Reformed Church 

Whatfield Chapel  
A Service of Thanksgiving will be held in the Chapel 

Sunday November 2 nd at 3pm  

The Service will: 

Give thanks for over 160 years of witness at the Chapel  

Remember Mrs Kay Fullertonôs 25 years in the village 

Sadly this is anticipated as the closing service for the chapel. 

Nigel Crisp (Church Secretary Hadleigh URC) 
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9ȄǇƭƻǊŜǊΩǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

On Sunday October 12th the Explorers led our worship which included 
a drama from the story of Jonah.  This was followed by an address 
given by Georgina Elmer, which is included below for your prayer and 
meditation. 

What is courage?  The dictionary definition is of a noun.  The quality 
of mind or spirit that enables a person to face danger, pain or 
ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘȅ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŦŜŀǊΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ ōǊŀǾŜǊȅΦ  !ƴ ƻǳǘŘŀǘŜŘ 
ǘŜǊƳ ƛǎ ΨǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴΩΦ 

!ƴ ƛŘƛƻƳΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ŦƻǊ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜΣ ƛǎ ΨƘŀǾŜ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƛƴ 
ȅƻǳǊ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎΩΦ  tǳǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅΣ Řƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƳŀǘŎƘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΚ  
Even in the face of criticism? 

But how do we link this to the bible? 

Noah had courage when he ignored his peers in order to obey God 
and build the ark.  He listened to God. 

WƻƴŀƘ ƛǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ƭƛƴŜΦ  IŜΩǎ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ bƛƴŜǾŜƘ 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ǎƻ ƘŜ Ǌǳƴǎ ŀǿŀȅΦ  .ǳǘ DƻŘ ǘǊŀŎƪǎ ƘƛƳ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ 
makes him think about his actions.  Jonah takes courage from God 
ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƻŦ ƘƛƳΦ  !ƴŘ DƻŘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΦ 

But what of the New Testament? 

tŜǘŜǊ ƛƴ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ мп ǿŀƭƪǎ ƻƴ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ 
doubts and sinks.  And yet God caught him.  This is like God helping us 
when we mess up and make mistakes.  Peter had the courage to walk 
ǘƻǿŀǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜΦ  !ƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀǎǘŜǊ 
crows, we have an example of the figures God chose, being ordinary 
ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴΦ  ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŀŎƪ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ  
Even though Peter failed to admit he knew Jesus, God was still able to 
use him to found this church.  When Peter chose Peter, it was 
because he wanted to build his church on him. 

¢ƘŜ ŘŜƴƛŀƭ ƻŦ tŜǘŜǊ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅ ƛŦ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ōǊŀǾŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴ 
these moments we can do amazing things.  In the bible, the words 
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ΨƘŀǾŜ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜΩ ŀǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ΨŦƻǊ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΩΦ  LǘΩǎ 
true in the case of Jonah, when he visited Nineveh and in Peter with 
the founding of a two thousand year old church.  And it can be true 
ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ƻǊ ƳŀƪŜ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜǎΣ DƻŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭƻǾŜǎ 
ǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǳǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ŀŦǊŀƛŘΣ ǿŜΩŘ ōŜ Ŧƻƻƭǎ ƛŦ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ DƻŘ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǎ ǳǇ 
when we fall down, like he did for Jonah and Peter. 

With God by our side, we can do anything. 

Monks  Eleigh  Chapel   

COFFEE  MORNING  

WED 29
th

 0CT0BER 

10am ï 12 noon 

FAIRTRADE  gifts 

&  products 

Christmas cards, 

gifts, toys, 

household itemsé 

made in 3rd world 

"Familiarize yourselves with the chains of bondage and you 

prepare your own limbs to wear them. Accustomed to trample 

on the rights of others, you have lost the genius of your own 

independence and become the fit subjects of the first cunning 

tyrant who rises among you." 

- Abraham Lincoln   
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If y
ou can help with 

this event at any tim
e, 

contact Trish or B
rian 


