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2013 Newsletter No. 709

WORSHIP IN HADLEIGH

8th 10.30am  Communion with John Webb
151 10.30am  Sunday Club and Explorers

22nd - 10.30am  Morning worship with Nigel Crisp

22nd - 6.30pm Elders—Carols by Candlelight
25t 10.30am  Morning worship with Nigel Crisp

29t 10.30am  Nigel Crisp/congregation

WEEKDAY MEETINGS
Tuesday 10 - 11.30 Pause for Prayer - Come in for Coffee

Thursday 9.00 am Toddler Group ) Term time
10.00 am Refreshments ) only

MONKS ELEIGH URC
Sun 8th 3pm TBA

Tues 17th  7.30/8  TBA
Sun22nd  3pm TBA

Services Nursing and Care Homes and Sheltered Housing

Place Link Person Usual Monthly Worship
Sydney Brown Court Jean Herring (823320) 1% Thursday, 10.30am
Canterbury House Hilary Griffin (823100) 2" Tuesday, 2.30pm
Waterfield House Jackie Cork (823739) 3"Tuesday, 3pm
Friars Hall Joyce Willis (823165)  1° Monday, 3pm
Angel Court Brian Hempstead (810171) 2" Weds, 11am
Magdalen House Chris Todd (827915) last Thursday, 11am

NB Please check these times as | have not been given updates—Ed.
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From the Elders

CHURCH MEETING
Monday 2" December at 7.30 pm

In The Community Room

Do please make every effort to attend
this most important event in the life of the church.

The changes to the church and Ansell Centre made in the last
few years have been made at the direction and with the
agreement of church members at church meetings. This is
where all important decisions about our church are made and
everyone who attends has a chance to speak and make
suggestions.

When a candidate comes to preach with a view to becoming our
new minister it will not be the elders who decide on whether to
invite him or her to become our new minister — it will be the
church members. The decision to remove the pews and replace
them with chairs was not made by the elders nor by Jim nor the
Synod — it was made by the church members voting at a church
meeting.

There are four church meetings a year — on the first Monday of
March, June, September and December at 7.30 pm in the
Community Room. The only exception is if the date falls on a
bank holiday when it usually takes place the following Monday.

Everyone who takes an interest in the church is welcome to
attend the meetings, though only church members can vote.
Please try to attend if you can so that the views of as many

people as possible can be heard.

Churches Together Advent Service

The Churches Together in Hadleigh Advent Service will be
held on Sunday 8M.December at Eimsett Methodist Church
at 4.00pm, to be led by Rev.Andrew Sankey. Do come
and enjoy united worship and fellowship.
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We have finally moved!
Thank you for all your love and support.
Our contact details are as follows:

7 Wood View Mews
Romford

RM1 4PN

01708 741687

If you are coming this way, do let us know. It would be lovely to
see you.

As you fill and wrap Christmas boxes, think of us unpacking our
boxes! Have a wonderful Christmas.

Milly & Jim.

Carol Singing in the High Street and Co-op

An opportunity to witness to the unity between the
churches in Hadleigh is our annual Carol Singing in the
High Street and Co-op on Saturday 21st.December. We
will be accompanied by the Salvation Army Band. Last
year when it was wet we were invited into the Co-op for
shelter. This year we are invited in come rain or shine. Do
come and swell the choir and enjoy the music and the
fellowship. We meet outside the Co-op at 10.00 am and
leave when we are hoarse. Itis an opportunity to invite
our neighbours to the events in the churches over
Christmas.

Encounter Group

On Thursday 5th.December the Encounter Group will hold
two sessions at St.Joseph's Church. The first from 2.30-
4.00pm followed by tea and a repeat session at 7.00pm
with coffee, then from 7.30-9.00pm. Opportunities for quiet
reflection.




Guild Report

On Tuesday October 22™ the Guild enjoyed a piano concert by
Elaine Goh. We all relaxed to a programme of dance music
including waltzes and ballet music. Many thanks to Elaine for such
an enjoyable afternoon.

On Tuesday October 29" the Guild were treated to a beautiful
presentation by Wendy Atkins. We saw pictures of the Norfolk
Broads, North Norfolk, gardens in Holland and England and also
scenes of Hadleigh and Jim & Milly's farewell Service. All the lovely
scenes were accompanied by very fitting music and many thanks
to Wendy for such a relaxing afternoon.

On Tuesday November 6" Guild friends enjoyed a members’
afternoon. We had brought along our collections and these ranged
from spoons and button hooks to wooden mushrooms, cats and
bookmarks. The afternoon concluded with tea and biscuits and
many thanks to all who took part.

The Guild Devotional held on Tuesday November 12" was led by
Pastor Greg Frost. Greg read the familiar stories of The good
Samaritan and Martha & Mary and reminded us that these were
stories to illustrate loving our neighbour and loving God with all our
heart, soul, mind and strength. Many thanks to Greg for such a
thought provoking devotional and to Diana for playing for the
hymns.

December Programme

3" Christmas Devotional with Gill Taylor & Mary Boon

10"  Members Christmas Cheer Afternoon + Tea & mince pies
17" Carol Singing + Shared Tea

All meetings on Tuesday afternoons in the Community Room at
2.30pm unless otherwise stated. All Welcome!
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% Please could you let me have all items for the Jan 14 Newsletter by
% Sunday 8th Dec (15th if emailed)? Email to phil@the-wells.net, post
s to 11 Jordayn Rise, Hadleigh Thanks, Phil
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Visiondlife : Courses for All

The group which studied the URC Vision4Life materials for
about five years with Milly is planning to continue under
that name with monthly fellowship meetings including
gentle Bible study. Several new members have shown
inferest and the first meeting was held with nine members
present. There is still room for anyone else who is
interested.

At the first meeting, which Wendy led at 19.The Green, as
well as planning for the future we explored some pictures
representing Jesus' parables and decided that certain
parables will be the focus of study for the next two months.

The next two meetings will be led by Claire and will be
held in the Community Room or the small room upstairs on
Tuesday 3rd.December at 7.30pm. We have decided to
have a Christmas meeting so please bring a poem, story,
prayer or meditation to share with the group.

The January meeting will be on Tuesday 7th.January,
7.30pm at 19,The Green (depending on numbers) and will
start a course produced by The Bible Society on Jesus the
Jew.

At a later date Vision4Life may wish to follow up the
Revd.Dr.Janet Tollington's visit on Sunday May 11, when
she will lead worship in the morning and offer an afternoon
session on the Hebrew scriptures in the afternoon, open to
all comers.

David and Wendy are planning to run The Bible Society
course entitled H+ Making Good Sense of the Bible weekly
over a ten week period starting on Tuesday 13th.May in the
Community Room at 7.30pm. This will examine the original
context, the actual text and the contfext we bring to the
scriptures. The course will be open to all the churches.
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Friday 13th December at 7.30pm in the Salvation Army
Hall, Prayer, Praise and Fellowship; please bring a small
contribution of food for the fellowship part of the evening and
also, as it is our Christmas PPF, if you would like to bring a
reading/poem/carol feel free! All welcome! Any questions
contact Philip or Audrey on 822658.

Saturday 21st December from about 10am; we shall be
singing carols both with the Salvation Army Band in the High
Street and in the Co-op. Please come and join us; the more the
merrier! Again contact Philip or Audrey if you have any
questions.

Town Lighting Up Events

On Sunday 1st.December during the town lighting up
ceremony in the afternoon there will be three activities on
our site. The Rotary Father Christmas with live reindeer will
be in the garden, there will be various stalls and
refreshments in the Ansell Centre and there will be
activities for families and children in the Church. Come
and join in the fun.

LUNCH BIBLE GROUP.

We are studying John a book with which we are all familiar!! Or
are we? You can be forgiven for thinking you know it all but
Jesus is given a lot of titles “Lamb of God”, “Son of God”, “King
of Israel” “Son of Man” in these early chapters — see if you can
find them. We go slowly through each chapter — no rush —
and everyone can contribute to the discussions that follow and
lead to thinking how best we can serve our Lord in this modern
age. Please join us — the last Tuesday in the month. Drinks
provided; bring your own sandwiches. Searching to follow
better,

Blessings, Barbara Dixon




The God Confusion by Gary Cox

A review by Paul Simon

Marxist Alain Badiou in Philosophy for Militants explains the
discipline as either a corpus or school of knowledge or as a
transformatory discourse that seeks a revolution in our
existence.

Gary Cox seems to reside within the former sphere.

It is certainly true that this philosophical case for agnosticism
has two distinct advantages for the interested but distracted
layperson.

Firstly, Gary Cox doesn'’t try to trick us into an overly elaborate
intellectual maze by saving his eventual conclusions until right at
the end. He’s absolutely upfront about the philosophical flaws of
both theism and atheism from page one. There is no
philosophical stance worthy of the name, he argues, that could
lead the practitioner to anything other than agnostic viewpoint
about the existence or otherwise of God.

Secondly, the intervening pages are a lucid and engaging
critique of the philosophical flaws in each of the main thought
systems that seek to prove God’s existence: the ontological, the
cosmological, the teleological and the moral.

Cox then chops each to bits as in the manner of an experienced
and ruthless karate expert. He is able to slice effectively through
the wood of these ‘proofs’ because rather than plunging into
critiquing each, he carefully builds up the structures of each by
devoting his opening chapters to his own carefully selected
consideration of both the theoretical characteristics of God and
various sociological, psychological and political explanations of
the origins of the idea of God.

In spite of the books title — a tilt against Richard Dawkins’s the
God Delusion - Cox devotes far fewer pages to debunking
atheism, but still concludes that such certainty is philosophically
untenable.



Yet although refusing to endorse an outright static scepticism as
a response to agnosticism, Cox seems bemused as to what his
conclusion means for society as to the right and wrong
behaviours identified by the major religions’ interpretations of
what each defines as God.

Such a lack of precision is unsatisfactory. So echoing Marx’s call
for philosophers not just to interpret the world but to change it,
what does this mean for the practising agnostic in addressing
the current issues of today? Cox is relatively and frustratingly
mute at this point.

BIBLE A MONTH GROUP.

Thanks to a small loyal group of friends who pay once a month
towards this excellent scheme of providing bibles world-wide, in
many different languages, | am able to report that we have
raised £114.00 so far this year. This gift could:-

Provide a Bible to a Chinese Christian too poor to afford
their own copy;

Put Scripture into more languages, by supporting one of 56
translation projects;

Support Bible engagement projects like the arts
reconciliation work in the Bible Lands;

Continue to open up the Bible in creative ways to people in
this country;

The Bible Society promise that gifts will be used wherever it is
most urgently needed.

When you are thinking about your charity giving this Christmas
Season, perhaps you could make a donation to this work. If
S0, you can send it direct to the Bible Society, Stonehill Green,
Westlea, Swindon SN5 7DG, or | will be happy forwarding any
monies altogether. Blessings to you all, Barbara Dixon.
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Diary Dates — December

11.30am
7.30

10-11.30
10.15am
2.30pm
7.30pm

6-8.15pm

7.30pm
9-11am
12.15pm
8.00pm
2-4pm
11.30am
7.30pm
10-11.30
10.15am
2.30pm

6-8.15pm

9-11Tam
11-3
7.30pm

2-4pm
11.30am
10-11.30
10.15am
2.30pm

8.00pm

Silent Prayer Group, Raydon Rectory
Church Meeting, Community Room
Come in for Coffee, Community Room
Prayer Service, Church

Guild, Community Room

Vision 4 Life, 19 The Green

Eternal in the quiet room

Churches Together in Hadleigh (CTiH)
Little Angels Toddlers, Community Rm
Ansell Lunch Club, Ansell Centre

Folk & Acoustic Evening, Ansell Centre
Scrabble, Community Room

Silent Prayer Group, Raydon Rectory
Elders’ Meeting

Come in for Coffee, Community Room
Prayer Service, Church

Guild, Community Room

Eternal in the quiet room

Litfle Angels Toddlers, Community Rm
Synergy Café. Ansell Centre

Prayer, Praise and Fellowship, Salvation
Army Hall

Scrabble, Community Room

Silent Prayer Group, Raydon Rectory
Come in for Coffee, Community Room
Prayer Service, Church

Guild, Community Room

Prayer & Praise, Monks Eleigh
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18 Weds 12.15pm  Wednesday Lunch Club, Ansell Centre
6-8.150m Eternal in the quiet room

19 Thurs  9-1Tam Litfle Angels Toddlers, Community Rm
11-3 Synergy Café. Ansell Centre

20 Fri 10-12 Leading Lives Coffee Morning, Ansell
Centre

21  Sat 2-4pm Scrabble, Community Room
10.00am  Carols in the High Street

22 Sun 6.30pm Carols By Candlelight, URC

23  Mon 11.30am  Silent Prayer Group, Raydon Rectory

24 Tues 10-11.30  Come in for Coffee, Community Room
10.15am  Prayer Service, Church

25 Weds 10.30 Christmas morning family service

28 Sat 2-4pm Scrabble, Community Room

30 Mon 11.30am  Silent Prayer Group, Raydon Rectory

31 Tue Lunch Bible Group (Check with
Barbara)

Ansell Centre Films

There will be no film in December, but the next films to look
forward to are:

Jan 10th Behind the Candelabra
Jan 24th The Moo Man

Feb 14th Summer in February
Feb 28th Trance

March 14th Hitchcock
March 28th Midnight’s Children

Don't forget Please let Phil W know about any events you
would like listed here as a reminder.




Minister

Following Jim's retirement we are
temporarily without a Minister.
Please refer to an elder if necessary.

Elders

Sylvia Jarvis (Secretary) 01473 829166
Nigel Crisp 01473 822208
Jan Dicks 01473 823413
Tom Gordon 01473 823711
Ronnie Howson 01473 310169
Pat Langley 01473 823844
Elizabeth Meeks 01473 827318
Michéele Farley 01473 823634
George Barnes 01787 211716
Karen Harman 01473 824765

Please feel free to contact any of the above
at any time of day (or night in case of emergency),
if you have any problem that the church may
be able to help with.

Sylvia Roberts (Monks Eleigh) 01449 740607

Treasurer
Ronnie Howson
4, Ash Grove,
Capel St Mary
01473 310169

Newsletter editor Phil Wells (phil@the-wells.net)
11 Jordayn Rise, Hadleigh Suffolk IP7 5SY
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