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as shown and taught by Jesus Christ.
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2011 NEWSLETTER NO: 687
WORSHIP IN HADLEIGH
Services led by Revd. Jim Dalgleish unless otherwise noted

Worship in Hadleigh
Worship in December
Sun 4th 10.30am
Morning Worship with Holy Communion
led by Revd Jim Dalgleish & Mrs Sara Pells
Sun 11th 10.30am

Nativity Service for All

Sun 18th 10.30am
3.30pm
6.30pm

Morning Worship led by Revd Ken Martin
Worship at Angel Court (ecumenical)
Carols by Candlelight

Sun 25th 10.30am

Christmas Celebration for All

WEEKDAY MEETINGS
Tuesday 10 - 11.30 Pause for Prayer - Come in for Coffee
Thursday 9.00 am Toddler Group ) Term time
10.00 am Refreshments ) only

Monks Eleigh URC
Sun 11th 3.00pm

A Service of Christmas Readings and
Carols

Followed by refreshments.

"The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a sharing in the blood
of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a sharing in the body
of Christ? Because there is one bread, we who are many are one
body, for we all partake of the one bread." 1 Corinthians 10:16
"Everybody needs beauty as well as bread, places to play in
and pray in, where nature may heal and give strength to body
and soul." - John Muir
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FROM THE MANSE
A ShelterBox Nativity?
What inspiration – or foolishness – resulted in Hadleigh URC
deciding to put up a ShelterBox Nativity scene and invite everyone
to come and see it?
It wasn’t simply the obvious parallels a homeless family given shelter in a stable in Bethlehem
and homeless families given shelter in tents,
or
new born baby Jesus laid in a manger
and new born babies put to bed in a ShelterBox.
Nor was it just for the fun of trying to work out other links between
the Christmas story and the disaster relief work of ShelterBox,
though that was certainly enjoyable!
It was really to emphasise that Christmas is not just a lovely story
from the past, which you can choose to believe or not.
It is to try to let people know that Christmas is God’s plan for a world
where people really love one another. God himself came as a baby
to show us and teach us how to love one another. During Jesus’
brief ministry he touched and healed the lives of many people. But
this is not just a story of 2000 years ago. Jesus is alive and by his
Spirit and through us he still brings healing.
ShelterBox is one way of bringing hope and healing into the world. It
is one way of expressing God’s love and Jesus’ presence where
there is great fear and loss. We want people to see that God is still
working in his world.
But how will they see, unless you show them? How will they know
the ShelterBox Nativity is here, unless you tell them? Will they come
to see, unless you invite them? Invitations giving details of when the
ShelterBox Nativity can be seen are available in the Vestibule.
Encourage friends, family and neighbours to come and see God at
work in his world.
Invite those you know to come to our special Christmas services,
which will feature the ShelterBox Nativity. Help them to see that our
God of love is still active in his world.
Milly and I wish you a joy filled and peaceful Christmas and
blessings for 2012.
Yours in Christ, Jim.
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Advent and Christmas Services
Please pray for our Advent and Christmas Services.
Throughout Advent we will be linking our Advent theme with
the ShelterBox Nativity. Ask God who you might invite so that
they can hear of God’s love for them.
10.30am Sunday 11th December – Nativity & Gift Service
A service for all ages, where the younger children will be
retelling the story of the birth of Jesus and we will sing
some well known Christmas carols. We will think of the
work of ShelterBox and would encourage gifts of money
towards their work. We would also invite gifts of toys and
toiletries for local causes.
3.00pm Sunday 11th December – Carol Service (Monks
Eleigh)
Choose your favourite carols and share in the Christmas
readings.
6.30pm Sunday 18th December – Carols by Candlelight
In a beautiful candle-lit setting, we will retell the Christmas
story through traditional and modern carols, Bible readings
and a drama. We will link in with the work of ShelterBox.
The service is followed by mince pies and refreshments.
11.30pm Saturday 24th December – Carols at Midnight
We are invited to join with our friends at St Mary’s to
worship and wait for the arrival of the Christ Child.
10.30am Christmas Day, Sunday 25th Dec.
A short celebration service (finished by about 11.15am) for
all ages, when we rejoice in the good news of God’s love in
Jesus. Come and celebrate together as God’s family.
10.30am Sunday 1st Jan. – Carol Praise
Come and choose carols we haven’t yet sung, or you’d like
to sing again. Bring a favourite Christmas reading, poem,
prayer or story that we can all enjoy. As the church family,
let’s share together in praise for the God who chose to
come and live among us.
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Sing a Carol or Two!
In addition to our usual Christmas services, there are a
few other opportunities to sing Christmas carols this season:
Play and Sing
On Wednesday 7th December Hadleigh Inclusion Project (HIP)
will be performing a series of Nativity plays through the ages. It
starts in the Ansell centre and then moves into church for the
final scene. After that will be the opportunity to sing some carols.
All are welcome to support this event.
Carol Praise
This is an opportunity to choose your favourite carol for the
congregation to sing together. We meet at 3.00pm on Sunday
11th December at Monks Eleigh URC. If you need a lift, then do
get in touch.
Praise, Prayer & Fellowship
Churches Together have organised an evening of carols
followed by sharing of food. It happens on Friday 16th Dec. at
7.30pm in the Salvation Army Hall. Bring a small contribution to
the shared supper.
Glory to God in the High Street
Meet at 10.30am on Saturday 17th December on the High Street
(listen for the band). Churches Together will spend half a hour or
so, with the Salvation Army Band, singing carols for shoppers on
the High Street. If singing is not your thing, we do need people
to hand out leaflets with details of the Churches’ Christmas
Services.
A Fresh Start
On the first Sunday of 2012, 1st January, our morning service
will provide you with the opportunity to choose a carol, bring a
reading, story, prayer or memory or any other Christmas
contribution you would like to make. It will be your final
opportunity to sing Christmas carols this season.
Jim.
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Events
Encounter reflections on 1st.& 14th.December (although I am
sure Milly will put those in again).
The Lighting up Ceremony on Sunday 4th.December 3pm-6pm. Offers of
help with preparing and serving food in the Ansell Centre would be
welcomed. Come and enjoy the event.

Prayer Praise & Fellowship Bring & Sing Joy, on Friday 16th.December at
7.30pm in the Salvation Army Hall. Come and make a joyful noise, bring
a favourite carol or an unusual one and a small amount of food to
share. Donations for Christian Aid.

Carol Singing on the High Street on Saturday 17th.December at
10.30am. Come and sing or distribute leaflets about Christmas services.
This is our opportunity to remind shoppers what Christmas is really
about. Come and swell the numbers so that we make a good public
witness.

SCRABBLE CLUB
We thought we'd let you know that we are going from strength
to strength. I think it is the dark, gloomy weather we have been
having that has brought us out to meet with friends and exercise
the brain. Just a little brain-teaser for you. Hope you can
solve it and if so don't hesitate to come and join us for a
Saturday afternoon. We start at 2 p.m. and aim to finish at 4
p.m. but of course it could go on a little later if there is an
exciting game in progress.
--- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- ---

--- ---

--- --- --- --- --- --C S C K R E S A H T A R M I S C R
Happy puzzling.

Barbara

"To be free is not merely to cast off one's chains, but to live in a
way that respects and enhances the freedom of others."
- Nelson Mandela
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Advance Notice
Please note in your new diaries these important dates
during The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (18-25th.January) . If we
are seriously praying for unity we should support these local initiatives
which bring Christians of different traditions together:
Wednesday 18th.January:7.30am. United Holy Communion at St.Mary's
followed by a simple breakfast.
Thursday 19th.January: 7.30pm at The Row Chapel, meditation We Will

All be Changed – Waiting.
Friday 20th.January: 9.10am Prayer, 9.25am Mass at St.
Joseph’s followed by coffee & biscuits.
Saturday 21st.January: 7.00pm Bring & Share Supper & Social at St.
Joseph's. Please help with the event. Bring your friends.
Sunday 22nd.January: 4.00pm United Service at Elmsett Methodist
Church. Please note time!
Monday 23rd.January: 7.30pm Prayer, Praise & Fellowship celebrating
1662 and all that, (The Book of Common Prayer & the Great Ejectment of
dissenting ministers from the CofE, Act of Uniformity). In the Community
Room at The URC, followed by coffee & biscuits.
Tuesday 24th.January: 10.15 – 10.30am, Pause for Prayer at the
URC followed by Come in for Coffee.
Wednesday 24th.January: Pauline Pancake Party (the feast of St. Paul) at
Wendy & David Atkins', Mount Pleasant ,19, The Green (01473 822535)
6.30pm onwards, come when you can, leave when you must. Donations
for The Ansell Centre and The Porch Project.

Thursday Group
The Group will meet on the 8th December (2nd Thursday of the
month) at 7.30pm in the Community Room.
Subject: Do it ourselves (Christmas Spirit)
All welcome
Refreshments will be served— mince pies!
Any queries please ‘phone Phil 01473 827370
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Shoeboxes Galore
Many thanks for your support to the Samaritans Purse,
Operation Christmas Child Project.
It‘s a very busy, satisfying & amazing time working as part of the
team at the Bentley depot, seeing all the shoeboxes being
prepared to leave the depot for distribution to Belarus & Crimea
in the Ukraine is very uplifting.
135 gift filled boxes were collected from our church on
Remembrance Sunday which included those from Monks Eleigh
& Stoke by Nayland schools, the Hadleigh Inclusion Project &
the Luncheon Club. Thank you for each & every one, a child is
going to be delighted with the contents & will receive a message
of hope & love. Thank you too for all the extra gifts.
Yours in Christ & a very Happy Christmas to you, from Doreen &
Hilary www.operationchristmaschild.org.uk
Church Meeting Monday 5th Dec. 7.30pm Community Room
Please make a note of the date and time of our Church Meeting
and try to be there, if you are able.
We will continue to plan the improvements to our buildings, the
improvement of facilities in the Ansell Centre and the new
heating, lighting and flexibility for the church building.
As part of the Synod Local Mission and Ministry Review
(LMMR) we will be discussing our Mission Manifesto and
accepting it as a statement of the life of our church.
At this Meeting we decide which charities we will support in the
coming year. Commitment For Life, working with Christian Aid in
Bangladesh, is one of our ongoing charities. The Elders are
proposing that we support a request from Westminster College,
the URC training & resource centre, for funds that will enable
them to bring the college facilities up to date. If Church Meeting
agrees that proposal, we will still need suggestions for 2 other
charities to support. Please think about this.
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Disney's A Christmas Carol
The Ansell centre is presenting Dickens's A Christmas
Carol for our December film on Friday 9th December.
Despite the title, the Disney version is a faithful adaptation of
the Charles Dickens story which is almost a part of Christmas as
Santa Claus !
In the film Jim Carrey appears in a multitude of roles, including
Ebenezer Scrooge as a young, middle=aged, and old man ,
together with the three ghosts who haunt Scrooge !
The Disney film , with music , has developed a technique that
transforms live actors into semi-animated figures, taking
Dickens's cautionary tale into a visually arresting, but at times
scary film. It is not considered suitable for a very young
audience, as it was awarded a PG certificate.
Whilst Jim Carrey's 8 roles in the film could be considered a tour
de force, he is well supported by actors Bob Hoskins , Colin
Firth, Steve Valentine, and Michael Fox amongst others.
Your committee hope that you will enjoy this rather special
Christmas presentation. To get you into the Christmas spirit, we
will be serving festive refreshments!
As always, our presentation starts at 7.30pm; admission is £ 3
for adults, £ 2 for an accompanied child.
A very Happy Christmas to all our film patrons, and may
2012 bring you enjoyable film evenings at The Ansell
Centre.

"'Because the poor are despoiled, because the needy groan, I will
rise up,' says the Lord; 'I will place them in the safety for which
they long.' The promises of the Lord are promises that are pure,
silver refined in a furnace on the ground, purified seven times."
- Psalm 12:5-6
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Encounter
with Jesus and each other

Uncertainty
in the Midst of Hope
a time for reflection
as we make our plans for Christmas
Supported by Churches Together in Hadleigh

Thursday 1 and Wednesday 14 December
at Hadleigh United Reformed Church,
Market Place, Hadleigh
Coffee available from 7pm
ready for 7.30pm start
finished by 9pm
(but come and go as you need to.)
All welcome to either or both of these evenings.
Transport available.
Contact

Anita

Joyce

Milly

810057

823165

827895
for more details.
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Prayer Page
Prayer Points for December in our Church
Remember those of our fellowship who are in residential care
– Ruth Gleed, Violet Hines, Joyce Rolfe, and Alan
Brooks.
Look in the Blue Prayer Book in church and pray for those
who have asked for prayers.
Remember those among us who have recently lost loved
ones – Win Partridge, Barbara Dixon, Sylvia Jarvis,
Becky Preedy and Jan Dicks.
Continue to pray for Lisa who is in London on a gap year
working with disadvantaged young people.
Pray for the plans to display a ShelterBox Nativity during
Advent that it might inspire people to think about the real
meaning of Christmas and to get involved in supporting
ShelterBox. Pray about who you might encourage to
come along to see this unique Nativity scene.
Pray for the preparations for our special Christmas services
and about who you might invite to come to hear the
message of God’s love in Jesus.
Churches Together in Hadleigh
Residential Homes in Hadleigh – with the increasing number of
residential homes (soon to be 6), CTiH has been discussing how
best to provide pastoral and spiritual care to the residents.
The suggestion is that there should be a CTiH link person for
each home and that person should be supported by a small
team of people who would provide befriending, pastoral care
and possible times of worship. If you think that you may be able
to serve with one of these teams, please talk to Jim.

"Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God;
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever
does not love does not know God, for God is love." 1 John 4:7-8
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BIBLE A MONTH CLUB
Bibles have become available in ten more languages
during the last year - and New Testaments have been translated
into 27 more languages.
The latest Bible Society translation report measures the
progress made by them and other translation agencies over the
past 12 months. The figures covering 2010, show that the
complete Bible has now been translated into 469 languages and
the New Testament into 1,231 languages. So many different
languages and people who desire a Bible that they can read
and find out about Jesus and what he did for us.
We only have three regular contributors in our BAMC group and
one or two friends who give a donation as and when they are
able. Do let me know if you would like to join our monthly
group. I shall be happy to collect from you, perhaps ?2.00 a
month. I know there are so many worthwhile charities calling
for our contributions on TV all wanting a monthly subscription,
but perhaps you could find just a little more and join us. If not I
shall be happy to receive a contribution as and when you are
able. I hope your Christmas preparations are going well.
God Bless, Barbara

Families in Need (FIND)
FIND is a charity based in Ipswich, providing food and
assistance for families in difficult circumstances. Graham Brook
from St Mary’s has agreed to deliver food to them regularly, and
this is a really positive way of showing Christian love and care
to those who are in need. They are always glad to receive tins,
packets and bottles of basic foodstuffs; baby food and small jars
of coffee are particularly in demand.
Please consider picking up and extra item or two when you are
shopping, and bring donations to the St Mary’s Office during
office hours (10-12 noon on weekdays). There is a bright green
plastic box awaiting your donation!
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BIBLE A MONTH CLUB #2
The Bible Society is involved with more than 500
translation projects at any time. It takes 10 years to translate a
whole Bible. The latest Bible Society translation report
measures the progress made by us and other translation
agencies over the past 12 months. The figures covering 2010
show that the complete Bible has now been translated into 469
languages and the New Testament into 1,231 languages. So
many languages, so many people anxious to receive a Bible,
this is a work we can all participate in.
Bibles have become available in ten more languages during the
last year - and New Testaments have been translated into 27
more languages. At the moment there are only three regular
contributors in the Hadleigh BAMC and people who give
donations as and when they are able. I am always happy to
receive these and give thanks for them. Could you see your
way to giving £2.00 a month towards the work of the Bible
Society? I know from watching TV so many Charities are
asking for perhaps £2.00 or even £3.00 per month.
It is the regular giving that is so important. Nevertheless, if
you would like to give a donation occasionally I shall receive this
thankfully.
By the way, have you sent off for the free Christmas stickers
advertised on the charities notice board in the Ansell Centre.
Please feel free to do so. I hope your Christmas preparations
are going well.
Blessings, Barbara

"So often we think we have got to make a difference and be a
big dog. Let us just try to be little fleas biting. Enough fleas
biting strategically can make a big dog very uncomfortable."
- Marian Wright Edelman
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VISION4LIFE GROUP
has now finished the 3 year course of looking at the
Bible, Prayer and Evangelism.
We've enjoyed discussing these subjects with reflection and
laughter thrown in too.
Now we've decided to study one of Paul's letters, written while
he was in prison, to the Philippians.
In it Paul writes to encourage us in the joy and confidence we
can have in our Christian faith.
We meet monthly and welcome new members. Now would be a
good time to join us as we encourage one another.
We're taking a break in December, but our next meeting is Wed.
11th January, 7.30pm at 6 Raven Way.

Flowers in Church
A new flower rota for December 2011-May 2012
is now in the vestibule of the Church. For many,
the flowers in church play a significant part in welcoming people
to worship. Some place flowers in church in memory of a loved
one. May we ask that you consider taking a role in providing
flowers?
The rota is based on a two week cycle. It is helpful
if all green leaf material going below the water line
is removed. Each stem should be freshly cut at a
sharp angle. These tips will help to keep your
flowers fresh. Help is available if required.
Thank you. Mary Boon (824200) and Gill Cort

"Peace is not an absence of war. It is a virtue, state of mind, a
disposition for benevolence, confidence, justice."
- Baruch de Spinoza
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Why not invite someone to our
ShelterBox Nativity?
2000 years ago a homeless family found shelter in Bethlehem.
Each year many are made homeless by disasters around the world.
Each year ShelterBox provides support to 50000 homeless people.
So Hadleigh United Reformed Church is supporting ShelterBox.
Come and see a nativity scene made from a ShelterBox!
The tent will be the stable.
The box will be the manger.
The thermal blanket will wrap the baby.
What to make of the stove, the woolly hat and the children’s gifts?
The ShelterBox Nativity will be on display in church during
December.You can bring your friends during the following times:
Join in a quiet evening:
7 for 7.30pm
1st December
11-12 noon
2nd December
Friday morning
Friday afternoon
1.30-2.30pm
2nd December
Hadleigh Lighting Up
3-6pm
4th December
Tuesday morning
10-11.30am
6th December
Children’s Nativity Service 10.30am
11th December
Tuesday morning
10-11.30am
13th December
Wednesday morning
11-12 noon
14th December
Wednesday afternoon
1.30-2.30pm
14th December
Join in a quiet evening:
7 for 7.30pm
14th December
Saturday morning
9.30-11.30am
17th December
Carols by Candlelight Service 6.30pm
18th December
Tuesday morning
10-11.30am
20th December
Wednesday morning
11-12 noon
21st December
Wednesday afternoon
1.30-2.30pm
21st December
Christmas Celebration Service 10.30am
25th December
Offerings and donations from these activities will go to the work of
ShelterBox and Shelter. Invitations with all these details are in the
Vestibule. Please take some and invite your friends. Jim.
•
•
•
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY IN SEPTEMBER
Thurs 1st 9-11
Little Angels Toddler Group, Community Room
7 for 7.30 Encounter Quiet Evening, Church
Fri 2nd 12.15pm
8.00pm

Ansell Lunch Club, Ansell Centre
Folk & Acoustic Night, Ansell Centre

Sat 3rd 2-4pm

Scrabble, Community Room

Sun 4th 3-6pm

Tree Lighting & ShelterBox, Church & AC

Mon 5th 7.30pm

Church Meeting, Community Room

Tues 6th 10-11.30 Come in for Coffee, Community Room
10.15am Prayer Service, Church
Wed 7th 1.00pm
7.30pm

HIP Christmas Play, Ansell Centre & Church
Churches Together Worship Group,
Salvation Army

Thurs 8th 9-11
7.30pm

Little Angels Toddler Group, Community Room
Thursday Group, Community Room

Sat 10th 2-4pm

Scrabble, Community Room

Sun 11th 10.30am Nativity & Gift Service, Church
3.00pm Carol Praise, Monks Eleigh URC
Mon 12th 8.00pm Badminton, Ansell Centre
Tues 13th 10-11.30 Come in for Coffee, Community Room
10.15am Prayer Service, Church
8.00pm Prayer & Praise, Monks Eleigh URC
Wed 14th 12.15 Wednesday Lunch Club, Ansell Centre
7 for 7.30 Encounter Quiet Evening, Church
Thurs 15th 9-11

Little Angels Toddler Group, Community Room

Fri 16th 7.30pm

Prayer, Praise & Fellowship, Salvation Army

Sat 17th 9.30-11.30am

ShelterBox Nativity, Church
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10.30am Carol Singing, High Street
2-4pm
Scrabble, Community Room
Sun 18th 6.30pm Carols by Candlelight, Church
Mon 19th 7.30pm AtoZofOT, 6 Raven Way
8.00pm Badminton, Ansell Centre
Tues 20th 10-11.30 Come in for Coffee, Community Room
10.15am Healing Prayer Service, Church
Sat 24th 2-4pm

Scrabble, Community Room

Sun 25th 6.00pm Christmas Celebration, Church
Teaching, Learning and Serving.
My placement at Hadleigh and Needham Market is part of
the United Reformed Church training to become an
accredited Lay Reader, if I meet the criteria. The focus of
this course is “worship”. My placement with you gives me the
opportunity to work with you, experiencing a fellowship,
discipleship which is different to my own church. This
enables me to develop different skills, friendships as well as
developing, challenging my journey of faith. I hope my work
within your church will bring blessings to you and myself. Let
us go forward in faith, peace and love of Jesus Christ
Sara Pells.

Printing cost
Hadleigh URC is happy to provide this Newsletter free of
charge so that information about the church activities is freely
available. However, for those who have enquired about making
a payment to cover costs, the monthly cost of the Newsletter is
approximately 45p. Alternatively, it can be read from our
website www.hadleighurc.org.uk and you can save a tree!
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MINISTER
Rev Jim Dalgleish
6 Raven Way
Hadleigh
IP7 5AX
Tel: 01473 827895

ELDERS
Sylvia Jarvis (Secretary)

01473 829166

Nigel Crisp

01473 822208

Jan Dicks

01473 823413

Barbara Dixon

01473 829945

Ronnie Howson

01473 310169

Pat Langley

01473 823844

Elizabeth Meeks

01473 827318

Sylvia Roberts (Monks Eleigh) 01449 740607
Michèle Farley

01473 823634

Please contact any of the above, if you need to
get in touch with one of our church family, whose
address you do not know.

TREASURER
Ronnie Howson
4, Ash Grove,
Capel St Mary
01473 310169

Newsletter editor Phil Wells (phil@the-wells.net)
11 Jordayn Rise, Hadleigh Suffolk IP7 5SY
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